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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON SOCIAL WELFARE MINISTER 

1 . THE AMBASSADOR MADE HIS INITIAL COURTESY CALL JULY 15 ON NEW 
SOCIAL WELFARE MINISTER, REAR ADMIRAL JULIO JUAN BARDI. ECON 
COUNSELOR (ACTING DCM) AND S&T COUNSELOR ACCOMPANIED THE 
AMBASSADOR. 

2. NARCOTICS. INITIAL AND LARGEST PART OF CONVERSATION DEALT 
WITH NARCOTICS MATTERS. ADM. BARDI SHOWED AMBASSADOR SOME 
FIGURES INDICATING ENORMOUS INCREASE IN DRUG USAGE IN ARGENTINA 
BETWEEN 1969 AND 1975. COCAINE (BOLIVIAN-ORIGIN PRIMARILY) 

AND MARIJUNA WERE THE PRINCIPAL DRUGS BEING USED. MINISTER 
WAS CONVINCED PROBLEM WAS SERIOUS AND REQUIRED DRASTIC ACTION. 
WHICH IS CONTEMPLATED, PARTICULARLY WITH RESPECT TO MARIJUANA 
PRODUCTION IN THE COUNTRY. ADM. BARDI STATED HIS INTENT TO 
USE CONATON (WHICH HE PRESIDES) AS ACTIVE COORDINATING ORGAN- 
IZATION TO COMBAT DRUG-ABUSE IN ARGENTINA. HE ALSO INDICATED 
WILLINGNESS USE IT TO SET PRIORITIES FOR EQUIPMENT REQUESTS 
AND TO COORDINATE TRAINING MATTERS. (HE MENTIONED SPECIFI- 
CALLY NEED TO INCLUDE "PREFECTURA"-THE EQUIVALENT OF OUR COAST 
GUARD-IN TRAINING PROGRAMS.) HE AND CONATON WOULD WELCOME 
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PROGRAMS. (SEE BUENOS AIRES 4408) ADM. BARDI IS WILLING TO 
HOLD MEETINGS OF U.S. “ARGENTINA BINATIONAL COMMISSION. 

3. RATIFICATION OF INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS COVENTIONS WAS 
DISCUSSED AT JULY 6 CONATON MEETING AND IS "ON THE AGENDA". 
PROBLEM HAS BEEN HANDED TO FOREIGN MINISTRY. RATIFICATION 
WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED BY FORMAL DECISION OF THE PRESIDENT. 

4. HOUSING. ADM. BARDI DESCRIBED THE HOUSING CONSTRUCTION 
PROGRAM HE HAD INHERITED. ARGENTINA, HE SAID, HAS A DEFICIT 
OF 2,400,000 DWELLING UNITS. IT HAS 215,000 UNITS UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION, BUT WITHOUT ADEQUATE FINANCING. HE SOUGHT 
U.S. ASSISTANCE IN FINANCING IF POSSIBLE. THE AMBASSADOR 
MADE NO COMMITMENTS, BUT AGREED TO REVIEW THE STATUS OF THE 
AID HOUSING LOAN. IT WAS AGREED THAT THE AMBASSADOR WOULD 
VISIT A HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROJECT. THE MINISTER EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN INCREASED AND CONTINUING CONTACTS ON HOUSING 
MATTERS; PARTICULARLY RE PREFABRICATED DWELLINGS. 

5. HEALTH. ADM. BARDI HAD NOT BEEN BRIEFED ON THE PENDING 
HEALTH SCIENCES BILATERAL, BUT EXPRESSED INTEREST IN COOPER 
ATION ON HEALTH MATTERS. HE IS PUTTING CONSIDERABLE EMPHASIS 
ON COMBATTING IMPORTANT DESEASES. WE PLAN FURTHER CONSULTA- 
TIONS WITH DR. LEON RE THE PENDING AGREEMENT. 

HILL 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CABINET, DRUG CONTROL, SOCIAL SERVICES, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BUENOS04665 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760275-0756 
From: BUENOS AIRES 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760752/aaaabtbs.tel 

Line Count: 86 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 OCT 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 OCT 2003 by GarlanWA>; APPROVED <25 OCT 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON SOCIAL WELFARE MINISTER 
TAGS: SNAR, SOCI, SWEL, TBIO, AR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



